
Financial Management 
FINN 3120-003 

Fall 2022 
  
Location: Online – Canvas/Zoom/McGraw-Hill Connect 

Time: Mondays and Wednesdays, 4-5:15pm 

Instructor: Helen Gardner (she/her)  

Email: hgardn11@uncc.edu 

Office hours: 3:30pm-4pm every Wednesday via Zoom (join the class early), or by appointment 
via Zoom – please send me a Zoom invite with a suggested time 

 

Course Objectives 

 

• How do firms make strategic and financing decisions? 

• What financial concepts can help guide firm’s decision making? (and yours!) 

• Experience using a financial calculator or spreadsheet for financial modelling 

 

Course Description 

 

Financial management involves planning for, acquiring, and allocating funds at a firm. Several 
tools are helpful for this process. These include: the time value of money; financial statement 
analysis; working capital management; pricing various types of risk facing the firm; and project 
valuation. During this class we will explore how each of these tools are used by financial 
managers as well as how you could apply them in your life more broadly. Spreadsheet and 
financial calculator applications will be included where appropriate.  

 

Course Textbook and Financial Calculator 

 

Digital textbook (included in course registration) 
 

This course uses McGraw Hill’s Connect platform, an interactive learning program. You will be 
able to access these materials through Canvas on the first day of class. You will be using this 
platform to access the online textbook (Essentials of Corporate Finance, 11th Edition, by Ross, 
Westerfield and Jordan) as well as online homework assignments. 
 

Note that you do not need to purchase anything as it is already included in your course 
registration. The required digital course materials (as described above) are delivered in Canvas 
at the discounted rate of $119.80 billed to your student account, as part of the First Day™ 
program. Please visit the First Day website to learn more about the program. 
https://aux.uncc.edu/first-day 

 

mailto:hgardn11@uncc.edu
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Hard copy of textbook (optional) 
 

If you would like an optional, binder-ready, loose-leaf version of the textbook this can be 
purchased for $38.05 through the UNCC Bookstore (https://uncc.bncollege.com/shop/unc-
charlotte/page/find-textbooks). Alternatively standard hard copies of the textbook can be 
purchased directly from McGraw Hill or other online stores. 

 

Financial calculator (optional) 
 

To help build your financial modelling skills, I will be demonstrating calculations using both 
Excel and a financial calculator. You can choose to use either for the assignments and exams. 
The purchase of a financial calculator is therefore optional. 
 

However, if you plan on taking subsequent financial courses during your studies then it will be 
worth you starting to get familiar with the use of a financial calculator. A financial calculator will 
have the following keys either on the keypad or in one of its menus: {N, I (or I/Y), PV, FV, PMT}. 
Preferred financial calculators are the Texas Instruments Model BA II Plus or Plus Professional. 
 

If you are unsure about whether it invest in a financial calculator at this point, another option is 
to download a financial calculator app onto your phone to start exploring the functionality. As 
an example, I have had good experiences with the ‘10bii Financial Calculator’ iPhone app. 

 

Class Structure 

 

Course materials for each topic will be made available from your personal UNCC Canvas 
account, accessible at http://canvas.uncc.edu/. Please keep an eye on your UNCC email and 
Canvas for notifications. To get the most out of the online class structure, the plan is to work 
through the materials in the following order: 

 
Note the following for the above: 
 

1) Credit (10% of grade) will be given for reading the assigned book chapters. After reading each 
chapter you will need to post a question, comment or quote on the associated discussion board 
on Canvas. I will be looking to answer posts either during the lectures or by responding on the 
discussion board. Posting for chapter 1, which we will be covering on the first day, is optional. 
 

1) Read textbook chapter 
and submit reading 

response (due the day 
before the first class on 

each topic)

2) Attend class and 
contribute for extra credit

3) Complete assigment 
(due a week after the last 

class on each topic)

https://uncc.bncollege.com/shop/unc-charlotte/page/find-textbooks
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2) To help you engage with the online lectures, I encourage you to raise your hand, unmute 
yourself or post a comment to ask questions as we go along. I will also be offering extra credit 
at various times for participation. Hence, I recommend that you try and attend class from 
somewhere that you are comfortable unmuting your microphone. 10 bonus points = 1% of your 
grade. To receive your bonus points you need to email me within 24 hours of the end of class 
with the number of points that I awarded. 
 

3) Assignments and exams will have similar formats, such that the assignments should prepare 
you well for the exams. Assignments will be untimed whilst exams will be timed. Exams can be 
taken at any point during the day of the associated classes. Exams are not cumulative, but some 
of the content in later chapters does draw on your knowledge from previous chapters. 

 

Tentative Course Schedule 

 

Date Topic/Event 

Aug 22, 24 Chapter 1: Introduction to Financial Management 

Aug 29 Last day to add or drop class with no grade @ 11:59 pm 

Aug 29, 31 Chapter 15: Raising Capital 

Sep 5 LABOR DAY – NO CLASS 

Sep 7, 12*, 14*, 19 Chapter 2: Financial Statements, Taxes, and Cash Flow  

Sep 21, 26 Chapter 3: Working with Financial Statements 

Sep 28 Revision of Chapters 1, 2, 3 & 15 

Oct 3 Exam 1 (Chapters 1, 2, 3 & 15) 

Oct 5, 12 Chapter 4: Introduction to Valuation: The Time Value of Money  

Oct 10 STUDENT RECESS – NO CLASS 

Oct 17, 19 Chapter 5: Discounted Cash Flow Valuation 

Oct 24, 26 Chapter 7: Equity Markets and Stock Valuation 

Oct 24 Last day to withdraw from class @11:59 pm; grade subject to Withdrawal Policy 

Oct 31, Nov 2 Chapter 6: Interest Rates and Bond Valuation 

Nov 7 Revision of Chapters 4, 5, 6 & 7 

Nov 9 Exam 2 (Chapters 4, 5, 6 & 7) 

Nov 14, 16 Chapter 11: Risk and Return 

Nov 21*, 28 Chapter 12: Cost of Capital 

Nov 23 THANKSGIVING BREAK – NO CLASS 

Nov 30, Dec 5 Chapter 8: Net Present Value and Other Investment Criteria 

Dec 7 Revision of Chapters 8, 11 & 12 

TBC Final exam (Chapters 8, 11 & 12) 

* Classes on September 12, 14 and November 21 will be pre-recorded and made available for 
viewing asynchronously 

 

 

 



Grading Policy 

 

Criteria Points 

Reading 10% 

Assignments 30% 

Exam 1 20% 

Exam 2 20% 

Final exam 20% 

Total 100% 

Grades: >=90% A, 80-89% B, 70-79% C, 60-69% D, Below 60% F 

 

About Me 

 

Hello! I am a Finance PhD candidate at Belk College. Prior to starting my PhD I 
worked as an economic consultant for 8 years. I would be happy to answer 
any questions about working in economic consulting or studying for a PhD. In 
my career I have been driven to help understand how company behaviors and 
regulations impact us as customers. https://www.linkedin.com/in/hfgardner 

 
Important University and/or College Policies 

 
Laptop & webcam requirements: All students taking business courses, which includes all 
students in this class, are required to have their own personal laptop computer, with a working 
webcam and microphone. 

 
Academic integrity: All students are required to read and abide by the Code of Student 
Academic Integrity. Violations of the Code of Student Academic Integrity, including plagiarism, 
will result in disciplinary action as provided in the Code. Definitions and examples of plagiarism 
are set forth in the Code. The Code is available from the Dean of Students Office or online at 
https://legal.uncc.edu/policies/up-407. 
 
Diversity: The Belk College of Business strives to create an inclusive academic climate in which 
the dignity of all individuals is respected and maintained. Therefore, we celebrate diversity that 
includes, but is not limited to ability/disability, age, culture, ethnicity, gender, language, race, 
religion, sexual orientation, and socio-economic status. 
 
Disability accommodations: UNC Charlotte is committed to access to education. If you have a 
disability and need academic accommodations, please provide a letter of accommodation from 
Disability Services early in the semester. For more information on accommodations, contact the 
Office of Disability Services at 704-687-0040 or visit their office in Fretwell 230. 
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